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1. Voices from the Margin is a book that brings the oppressed perspectives of the Bible out from the margins of society and forward into the light where everyone can learn from them. The ideas presented in Voices from the Margin are not those of oppressed groups like African Americans and Women, which were expressed in Douglas’ The Black Christ. Nor was it that of only Hispanics, which was taught to us in Santa Biblia. Voices from the Margin expresses a broad range of ideas from groups such as Native Americans and Asians, along with emphasizing the perspectives of the African Americans, Women, and Latino. 

2. My first idea is a broad theme. The Bible is vague in meaning leaving it subject to many interpretations. In The Equality of Women: Form or Subtance, Christine Amjad-Ali makes an interesting discovery analyzing Paul’s sermon in 1 Corinthians 2:2-16. Paul’s language is obscure. He uses five different ways to talk about covering heads (186). Supporting my point, another scholar, J. Severino Croatto in Biblical Hermeneutics says, “ any reading of a text is a production of meaning in new codes, which in turn generate other readings as production of meaning, and so on” (1987:30).  

Second, whoever is reading the Bible can use it to support their position. Itumeleng J. Mosala said in her essay, The Implications of the Text of Ester for African Women’s Struggle for Liberation in South Africa, “oppressed communities must liberate the Bible so the Bible may liberate them. An oppressed Bible oppresses and a liberated Bible liberates” (177). This position can be supported with an argument which was talked about in class earlier in the year. When the slave owners asked pastors to talk to their slaves to encourage them to be faithful, they would quote the Bible saying, “Slaves, obey to your masters.” In that case the Bible is used as an oppressor to keep the privileged slave owners, privileged, and the oppressed slaves, oppressed. Then when slaves began to learn to read and write they began to read Exodus. They would discuss how God would some day set them free. Some day they would be brought to their promised land. In this case the Bible is being used as a liberator to liberate the oppressed slaves. 

The third idea is that as Christianity is increasingly intertwined throughout cultures of our world, each culture has its own cultural items to add. This is best described in the chapter about worshiping one’s ancestors. Khiok-Khng Yeo in his essay, The Rhetorical Hermeneutic of 1 Corinthians 8 and Chinese Ancestor Worship, compares the Protestant and Roman Catholic missionaries to Paul and the Chinese ancestry worship to eating idol meat. Yeo’s main point in his essay is that it depends on ones social environment and the accepted theology of the time. In 1807 – 1860, when the missionaries were flooded to China to save them, it was accepted in their social environment to worship their ancestors because it was a way of honoring their family and finding harmony (350,365). 

3. Keeping in mind what I have said about Chinese ancestry worship, this book has helped me realized that the culture I live in is very judgmental toward unfamiliar things. My school, family, and pastors have taught me that worshiping ones ancestors is evil. I was taught that pagans in Africa and China did those types of actions, not me! It never occurred to me that I am doing the same thing, just in another fashion. When I say things to my sister like, “Grandpa would have liked it this way,” or, “Grandma would have wanted it like this.” I am honoring my ancestors just as they are. Does this mean I am pagan? No. The point I am getting at is that when the missionaries ventured over and noticed ancestry worship they told our society that it was idol worship. They told our society it was wrong and so we associate ancestor worship as idol worship. Therefore, our culture has misinterpreted their culture. When they perform ancestor worship they are honoring their ancestors just as we do, it is by no means any kind of pagan act. My support for the argument of the importance of ancestry worship comes from Toward An African Theology by John S Pobee. Pobee writes, “Thus the living depend on the ancestors for their children, and the dead are inextricably involved,” and adds, “There is thus a dependence of the living on the ancestors whose authority is nevertheless derived from God” (1979:47)

4. I strongly agree with Robert Allen Warrior, in his essay A Native American Perspective: Canaanites, Cowboys, and Indians he says, “The Exodus narrative is where discussion about Christian involvement in Native American activism must begin. It is these stories of deliverance and conquest that are ready to be picked up and believed by any wondering what to do about the people who already live in their promised land. They provide an example of what can happen when powerless people come to power” (282). As an Anglo-Saxon Protestant I tend to look at the liberation part of Exodus. God saved the Israelites from their Egyptian oppressors! But we forget to look at the Canaanites who were thrown off their land. Hans Koning in The Conquest of America: How The Indian Nations Lost Their Continent talks about the sense of divine election and how the identification of the Americas with ancient Canaan was used to justify expelling America’s Indigenous Peoples from their land. The colonists saw themselves as confronting "satanic forces" in the Native Americans. They were the Israelites and the Native Americans were the Canaanites ready to be destroyed or thrown out (69). These colonists, Koning was talking about, were people like Rev. Samuel Langdon, a Harvard graduate who preached at Concord, New Hampshire in 1788. Langdon preached,
 "We cannot but acknowledge that God hath graciously patronized our cause and taken us under his special care, as he did his ancient covenant people." Colonists of the time truly felt that God gave them America like God gave the Israelites Canaan. I believe that the reason the colonists felt that they represented the Israelites is because they were reading from their social location. The colonists were not reading the Bible to its full potential. Warrior put it best on page 283 when he discusses the fact that if the Canaanites would be at the center of Exodus and not the Israelites, it would inspire more people to read all of it instead of picking and choosing passages to support and justify their means. So what does it all mean? It goes back to my second idea of #2: anyone can use the Bible to justify what he or she is doing. This idea leads me to motivation in #5. 

5. After reading Voices from the Margin, I feel motivated to learn about other cultures. I didn’t have the faintest idea that there were so many groups in the world who fell oppression, it’s universal. My future motives for reading the Bible, using #4 as my basis, I will try to read seeing the oppressed as the center. No matter if it is the Israelites or the Canaanites. The oppressed need to stay in the center. Hopefully this will allow me bring my understanding of the Bible to a higher level. 

